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Dear Friends of the Great Lakes:

With over ������ inland lakes� thousands of miles of
rivers and streams� and shoreline on four of the five
Great Lakes� Michigan is truly a water wonderland! Fun
and excitement is never far away whether you love to
boat� sail� fish� canoe� kayak� ski or watch nature�

Michigan is the number one boating state in the nation�
with over one million registered boats� We also welcome
thousands of visitors to our beautiful shores each year�
With so many enjoying our waters� it's important to
know the rules and practice good seamanship� This
newsletter is designed to provide you with an overview
of watercraft safety in Michigan� With proper safety
information and protocol� we can all have fun while
helping prevent accidents�

I am proud to be a resident of Michigan and to have the
opportunity to share the wonders of our waterways
with family� friends and visitors� It is my hope that
everyone will find fun� adventure and safety on our
waters� AAnncchhoorrss  aawweeiigghh!!

Sincerely�
Alan Sanborn
State Senator
��th District



FISHING IN MICHIGAN

Introduce a Child to Fishing!
Share the fun of fishing during Michigan's Summer Free
Fishing Weekend� celebrated on June ���	 in ���� On this week�
end� all fishing license fees are waived for residents and visitors on
both inland and Great Lakes waters� All fishing regulations still apply�
For more information and a schedule of activities� visit wwwwww��mmiicchhii��
ggaann��ggoovv and search by “Free Fishing Weekend�”

License Requirements
� You must purchase a license if you are over the age of �
� If you

are under �
� you may fish without a license but all
fishing regulations still apply� 

� Michigan residents age �� or older may purchase
a senior license� 

� You must have the license and identification
in your possession when fishing� 

� Michigan fishing licenses are valid from
March �� ��� through March 	�� ����

To purchase a fishing license� you must
have a valid Michigan driving license� a
valid Michigan ID card and additional
proof of residency� or a DNR Sportcard�

License Types 
� A ��hour license is good for all species

for any designated ��hour period� 
� A Restricted license is good for all species except trout

and salmon� 
� An All�species license is good for all species� 
� A special Military discount license is available to eligible ser�

vicemen and women upon presentation of leave papers� The �
license is available at DNR Operations Service Centers and
valid for up to two weeks�

AAcccceessss  tthhee  ������
FFiisshhiinngg  GGuuiiddee  aanndd
cchheecckk  tthhee  ""WWeeeekkllyy
FFiisshhiinngg  RReeppoorrtt""  
aatt  wwwwww��mmiicchhiiggaann��

ggoovv//ddnnrr��  ((CClliicckk  oonn
""FFiisshhiinngg""))��  

Rules and 
Regulations



BOATING IN MICHIGAN 

Be Informed
TThhiiss  bbrroocchhuurree  pprroovviiddeess  aa  ssuummmmaarryy  ooff  bbooaattiinngg  ssaaffeettyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn
oonnllyy��  DDeettaaiilleedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  MMiicchhiiggaann  bbooaattiinngg  llaawwss��  rreegguullaattiioonnss
aanndd  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  MMiicchhiiggaann  BBooaattiinngg  GGuuiiddee��
AAcccceessss  iitt  aatt  wwwwww��mmiicchhiiggaann��ggoovv//ddnnrr  oorr  ppiicckk  uupp  aa  pprriinntt  ccooppyy  aatt
mmaannyy  SSeeccrreettaarryy  ooff  SSttaattee  bbrraanncchh  ooffffiicceess��  SSttaayy  ccuurrrreenntt  oonn  nneeww  
llaawwss  aanndd  rreegguullaattiioonnss��  VViissiitt  tthhee  DDNNRR  wweebb  ssiittee  oorr  ccaallll  tthhee  DDNNRR  aatt
((����

))  		

		����		��  ffoorr  uupp��ttoo��ddaattee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn��

Age Requirements
BBOOAATTSS
� A person �� years or older may operate any boat�

� A young person age � to �� may operate a boat powered
by a motor of no more than � hp without restrictions; or a
motor of more than � hp if they have passed a DNR�
approved boating safety course or are accompanied
onboard by a person �� years or older�

� A young person less than � years old may operate a boat
powered by a motor of no more than � hp without restric�
tions; or a motor of no more than � hp but less than 	� hp
if directly supervised onboard by a person �� years or
older� They may not operate a boat powered by a motor
of more than 	� hp under any conditions�

PPEERRSSOONNAALL  WWAATTEERRCCRRAAFFTT
� No one younger than � years of age may operate a per�

sonal watercraft�

� A young person age � to �� must have obtained a boating
safety certificate before January �� ���� or must meet
other requirements�

� A person �� years or older but born after December 	��
��
�� must obtain a boating safety certificate� Those born
before December 	�� ��
� have no restrictions� 



Safety Equipment
�TTyyppee  II:: OOffffsshhoorree  LLiiffee  JJaacckkeett
These vests are geared for rough or remote
waters where rescue may take awhile� They 
are excellent for flotation and will turn most
unconscious persons face up in the water�

�TTyyppee  IIII:: NNeeaarr��SShhoorree  VVeesstt
These vests are good for calm waters and fast
rescues� Type II vests may lack the capacity to
turn unconscious wearers face up�

�TTyyppee  IIIIII:: FFlloottaattiioonn  AAiidd
These vests or full�sleeved jackets are good for calm
waters and fast rescues� They are not for rough
waters since they will not turn a person face up�

�TTyyppee  IIVV:: TThhrroowwaabbllee  DDeevviiccee
These cushions or ring buoys are designed to be
thrown to someone in trouble� They are not for
long hours in rough waters� non�swimmers or
the unconscious�

Learn the "Rules of the Road"
All persons operating boats in Michigan are encouraged to

take a training course to increase safety and awareness�
Visit wwwwww��mmiicchhiiggaann��ggoovv//ddnnrr to
search for a boating safety class
in your community� Click on the
Quick Link to "Hunter Safety
Classes" and select the "Marine"
option� Or contact your local
County Sheriff Department 
for information�

Wear Your 
Life Jacket.

Always!
MMoosstt  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo
ddrroowwnn  wwhhiillee  bbooaattiinngg
aarree  nnoott  wweeaarriinngg  aa
lliiffee  jjaacckkeett��



Required Safety Equipment
Personal flotation devices (PFDs) or life jackets make a
big difference in saving lives� Be sure to follow these
important safety laws� 

� All boats must be equipped with a PFD for each per�
son onboard� 

� One Type IV USCG�approved PFD must be onboard
boats �� feet or longer� and readily accessible�

� All children under � years of age must wear a USCG�
approved Type I or Type II PFD when riding on a
boat's open deck�

� Anyone riding on or towed behind a personal
watercraft must wear a USCG�approved Type I� II or
III PFD�

� Inflatable PFDs are not allowed on personal water�
craft�

� When operating a personal watercraft� a lanyard�
type engine cutoff switch must be attached to the
person� clothing or PFD�

� All PFDs must be in good and serviceable condition
and must be readily accessible�

� All boats and personal
watercraft must be
equipped with a Type B 
fire extinguisher�

Other equipment requirements
vary depending on the size and
type of boat or personal water�
craft� Check the Michigan
Boating Guide for specifics�

Don't Drink

Alcohol!
IItt''ss  iilllleeggaall  ttoo  ooppeerraattee
aa  bbooaatt  oorr  ppeerrssoonnaall
wwaatteerrccrraafftt  wwhhiillee
uunnddeerr  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee
ooff  aallccoohhooll  oorr  ddrruuggss��



Boating Hit-and-Run Now a Felony
A new law makes the penalty for boating hit�and�run the same as
that for causing a hit�and�run accident in an automobile� Under the
new law� leaving the scene of a marine accident causing death is
now punishable by up to �� years in prison and up to ������ in
fines� For an accident causing serious impairment� the penalty for
failure to stop is increased to up to five years in prison and up to
����� in fines� 

Pre-Departure Checklist
�Leave your float plan with a responsible person� The plan

should include details about your type of vessel� number and
names of passengers� and the route you will be following�

�Make sure that the steering and throttle controls and all
lights are operating properly� 

�Check for any fuel leaks from the tank� fuel lines and carburetor�

�Check the engine compartment for oil leaks�

�Check hose connections for leaks or cracks and make sure
hose clamps are tight�

�Drain all water from the engine compartment and be sure
the bilge pump is replaced and secure�

�Check to be sure the fire extinguisher is fully charged�

�Make sure the ignition safety switch and wrist lanyard are
in working order on a personal watercraft�

�Make sure you have the required number of personal 
flotation devices and that they are in good condition�

Maintain a Safe Speed and Stay Alert!
MMoosstt  bbooaattiinngg  aacccciiddeennttss  aarree  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  ooppeerraattoorr  eerrrroorrss��


